
Senator Bunda inspects part of the aging irrigation system on the road to Waialua.  Without much needed
improvements to the systems and regular repair and maintenance, the future of agriculture in the district is
uncertain.

LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE TO BENEFIT

 AGRICULTURE IN HAWAII

Creating a secure and sustainable future for Hawaii is a top priority for many legislators, myself included.
One area that we need to focus on more aggressively is our agricultural industry.  Last year, the
Legislature passed significant legislation to identify and set aside land exclusively for agricultural use.
This session, many of us have sponsored legislation to help our local farmers secure the most vital
resource to agricultural growth, a dependable supply of water.  Without this, agriculture will never be able
to thrive and reach its full potential. When our farmers succeed, our community benefits in many ways.

Proposed legislation provides funding for repair and maintenance of aging statewide public and private
irrigation systems and incentives for private landowners to maintain irrigation systems formerly used by
sugar and pineapple growers. The package also calls for a $50 million special fund for repair and
maintenance of irrigation systems, with $12 million to be directed for immediate improvements to the five
irrigation systems most in need. The fund will also be used to repair a total of 15 irrigation systems
throughout the state over the next five years and for tax credits and loans for landowners who use private
money for the repair and maintenance of irrigation systems on qualifying agricultural land.

Another part of the package calls for transferring the oversight of agricultural lands and the management
of statewide irrigation systems from the Department of Agriculture to the Agribusiness Development
Corporation (ADC) which is linked to the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
(DBEDT).  The transfer of oversight to the ADC could further establish agriculture as a strong industry
that is recognized like any other vital business under the DBEDT.

Nearly 60 percent of all farm-grown products consumed in Hawaii comes from somewhere else.  It’s
plain to see that we need to be more self-sufficient.  Support for our agricultural industry can help make
that happen.  The legislation introduced this session will help to move us in the right direction.  Providing
our farmers with the basic resources they need today could mean a sustainable harvest for all of Hawaii in
the future.  As always, I welcome your input.  Mahalo.


